the

Note to readers: Some areas of
the on-line version of the base
newspaper will contain shaded
boxes. These grayed-out areas
are items of base-specific interest
that depict times, dates and
locations of particular events not
open to the general public.
Community pages have been
omitted. This is in accordance
with Air Force Instruction 33-
129, Trans-mission of
Information via the Internet,
which states:

7.6 Reproduction of Base
Newspapers on the Web.
“Though generally public
domain, base newspapers exist as
part of the Air Force’s internal
information program. While the
publishing of base newspapers
constitutes public release of
information, the distribution is
limited. Publishing on an
unlimited access Web site
constitutes global release.
Therefore, some information
appropriate for base newspapers
is not appropriate for public
access Web sites. You may
reproduce the content of base
newspapers for the Web if that
content meets the restrictions
provided in DoD’s Interim
Policy, Web Site Administration
Policies & Procedures,
November 25, 1998. These
restrictions include prohibitions
against posting names, locations,
and specific identifying
information about family
members of DoD employees and
military personnel” and purely
base-level content, i.e. movie
schedules, meetings, classes o
programs.
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Tooting his
horn

1st Lt. Eric Cameron
puts his back into it
while hitting a note
during the Tops in
Blue performance
Sept. 18 at Rhein-
Main. The theme for
this year's show is “If
You Believe.” The Tops
in Blue schedule
includes 132
performances in 20
countries around the
world.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones

Base honors heritage month

Story by Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones Hispanic Heritage Week to National His-
Public affairs panic Heritage Month.
This year’s theme for the month is
The base Hispanic Heritage Commit=Children ... Our Future.”
tee holds a number of events in celebration “I think this is a great theme and it fits
of National Hispanic Heritage Month fromeveryone,” said Petty Officer 1st class Vic-
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. tor Gonzales, a member of the committee.
The highlight of the events will be a“The theme doesn't only apply to Hispanic
breakfast held at the Zeppelinhaus Clubhildren, it applies to children of all races.”
Oct. 11 with guest speaker Chaplain (Col.) The committee started its celebration
Emilio Chaviano, from Miami, Fla. with a breakfast burrito sale Sept. 19. The
“Originally, there wasn’t going to be next event they’ll hold will be a bowling
anything going on at the base in recognitournament Sept. 30.
tion of the month,” said Capt. Richard The committees’ key event will be a
Valdez, chairman of the Hispanic Heritagédreakfast at the Zeppelinhaus Oct. 11,
Committee. “So when we got things orgawhich includes a guest speaker.
nized, we got Chaplain Chaviano to speak In all, National Hispanic Heritage
at the breakfast.” Month is set up to share the Hispanic cul-
National Hispanic Heritage Month ac-ture with everyone, Gonzales said.
tually got its start as a week in 1968. “We'd like people to find out there’s
A public law was passed on Sept.17diversity among Hispanic people just as
1968, authorizing the President of thenuch as there is among Americans,”
United States to annually establish a HisGonzales said. “And to recognize the con-
panic Heritage Week. On Aug. 18, 1988tributions Hispanics have made to the coun-
the law was improved by changing Nationatry.”
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Air Force celebrates 53rd birthday

By Gen. Gregory S. Martin
Commander, U.S. Air Forces in Europe

Commentary

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (USAFENS) — We are celebrating our 531d

anniversary as a separate service, and in that period of time, Air Force membe
made many contributions and sacrifices to ensure our nation’s freedom and p
peace around the globe. | want to thank each and every one of you for your de
service to our country.

Our service was born through the efforts of a unique collection of people who ¢
a vision of what airpower could contribute to America and drove to make that
reality — an independent Air Force. The National Security Act of 1947 created a se
United States Air Force and was signed into law by President Harry Truman on Jul
that year. The swearing in of the first Secretary of the Air Force, W. Stuart Symingt
Sept. 18, 1947, marks the official birthday of the Air Force.

Like those dedicated professionals who came before, you have made our Ai
the most respected air and space force in the world. Thanks for all you do.

Big guys, little folks, bunnies & blessings

By Father (Capt.) Kerry Abbott
Base chapel

After all, | had seen them in action
downtown Friday night.

At the end of Mass, Sept. 24, | wil
invite all the children present to line
and receive a special blessing.

The wonder and love in their eyes
consistently amazes me as | speak
words of prayer and hope over them.

On Oct. 1, 4 p.m., in keeping with
long Franciscan tradition, all of yaare

If you notice increased activity at
the chapel this month, don’t worry —
no one moved Christmas up three
months without telling you. But
between celebrating the B@nniver-
sary of our chapel and the 774
anniversary of St. Francis, it is a very
special time here.

If you've ever seen me around, you cats, stuffed animals, snakes (in cage
might have said, “who’s the monk?” please!) to the chapel lawn for these

invited to bring your bunnies, puppies,

or, “he looks like the statue of that
saint in my mom'’s back yard.”
Well, I'm not a monk, nor a statue

(though | did have a bird leave a white
deposit on my shoulder once in Paris), Francis expanded the tradition of

and | fear to say that | am not a saint
either ... strictly speaking.

No, I'm a Franciscan priest and oneHebrew tradition oberaka(reconcilia-
of your chaplains carrying on a legacy tion), and Greek oéu-logia,and Latin

of blessing, prayer and hope here at
Rhein-Main spanning some 50 years.

When | was deployed to Operation blessing, praises and hope.
Deny Flight some of the Marine pilots

| was stationed with came in to the
chapel tent while | was straightening

up one evening after Mass. They were Sept. 24, or by bringing your pets

to fly as part of NATO's first combat

mission the next morning. They asked love) to be blessed during the annive

me for a blessing.

At first, | was taken aback by all
these “tough” guys kneeling down,
seeking prayer and understanding.

welcome!

same words of prayer, understanding
hope and love.

But why?

Almost eight centuries ago St.

asking God'’s blessing upon ourselves
to include all of creation. From the

of benedictio(speech of goodness), w
have the modern English word of

| invite you to join with us, to
celebrate ... whether it be the's50
anniversary of the chapel, 6:30 p.m.,

(themselves God’s gifts of life and
sary of St. Francis, 4 p.m., Oct. 1.

Big guys, little folks, stuffed
bunnies and kitties — they’re all

Main Line 330-7777
hotline@rheinmain.af.mil

The Main line is your direct link to me
about life on Rhein-Main. It's your oppor-
tunity to recognize outstanding performers,
ask questions, make comments or voice com-
'SHRAYR. You can also use the program to re-
[€86fVfficidents of fraud, waste or abuse.
dicatg@ant to emphasize that the Main Line

is not intended to replace your chain of com-

hawgttl. In aimost every case, your chain of
igiommand is the best solution. | strongly en-
peacateige everyone to use that route first.

y P&abe leave your name, duty section and
pitelephone number when you call so you can
be contacted with the appropriate response.
gesees of concern to the Rhein-Main com-

munity will be printed in the Gateway.

The Main Line can be an excellent tool
to improve the way we live and work at
Rhein-Main. | welcome your inputs.

Col. Stephen P. Nelson,
Commander

| “Gateway

Editorial Staff

Col. Stephen P.Nelson................... Commander
a Tech. Sgt. Stefan Alford....... Chief, public affairs
Senior Airman Dan Bernath......... Chief, internal
Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones............... Editor
'S, This funded Air Force newspaper is an au-
thorized publication for members of the U.S. mili-
tary service overseas. Contents of the Gateway
are not necessarily official views of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. Government, the Department of De-
fense, or the Department of the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited, prepared and
provided by the public affairs office, Rhein-Main
AB, Germany. Printing service is provided by ABC
Druck, Liederbach. People may submit articles
for publication to the public affairs office, Bldg.
347, Room 109.The deadline is noon Thursday
following the most recent publication. Submission
by deadline does not guarantee publication, how-
ever, all articles will be considered. All articles
will be edited according to public affairs instruc-
tions and Associated Press style. Material must
be submitted in the form of any current Air Force
word processing program via electronic mail at
gateway.newspaper@rheinmain.at.mil. Short ar-
ticles under 100 words may be sent by FAX.The
staff may be reached by calling 330-7804. The
FAX line is 330-6893. All photos are property of
the U.S. Air Force unless otherwise noted.

D
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The deadline for the Oct. 6
edition ofthe Gateways noon,
Sept. 29.
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JEFX comes in.

This year’s experiment is the third in a
series since 1998 designed to meet the
evolving needs of the Expeditionary Aero-
space Force of the 21stntury and to
implement Joint Vision 2020

“Air Force experimentation provides
both near and long-term benefits for our
warfighters,” said Col. Kevin Dunleavy, the
director of JEFX 2000. “It provides a means
to assess new technologies and operational
concepts, allows warfighter involvement
early in the acquisition process and produces
better informed investment decisions.”

Air Force planners here view experi-

. mentation as a discovery process. They are
Just Chatting quick to differentiate it from the traditional
Tech. Sgt. Stefan Alford of the 469th Air Base Group public affairs office, military exercise, saying the service experi-
interviews Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Michael Ryan during Joinf ments to learn and exercises to train.
Expeditionary Force Experiment 2000. In other words, military exercises hone
established procedures to do them more ef-
ficiently, while experiments assess those

AOC d eclar‘ed Off| C| al we apo ns Syste m procedures and new ideas that may become

Photo by Senior Airman Lee Rogers

procedures.
By Tech. Sgt. Stefan Alford such as agile combat support and time- Experimentation for the Air Force has
JEFX Public Affairs critical targeting. In essence, it is a forwardalways been important, said Ryan.
deployed war room — light, lean and le- “We always have to be on the cutting
HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. — The Air thal. edge because it's the leading technology
Force officially has a new weapons sys- During a real-world operation, thethat we leverage for our aerospace capa-
tem. AOC will be the “eyes, ears, hands and legsilities,” said the chief of staff. “In this case
After three years of experimentation,of the commander,” said Ryan. (with the AOC), what we're looking at is
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Michael “In each of our theaters, the ability ofthe command and control area to make sure

Ryan announced that the aerospace opetae air commander to execute the missiortbat we can move information around and
tions center is now an integral part of howhe has depends on the capability to hawdo it in an efficient and effective way.

the service will prepare for and conductin aerospace operations center that (can “Inviting commercial people to come
future expeditionary operations. be tailored) ... for the mission he needs tin (at JEFX) and show us what they have,

“I declare the AOC as an official weap-do,” the chief of staff explained. allows us to interface with them and tell
ons system today,” Ryan said after a visit As an integral component of the aerothem what we need.
here Sept. 8 to view the air operations cerspace power equation, Ryan said the next “It allows our bright, young people to
ter during Joint Expeditionary Force Ex-step in the process is to identify the spebe able to do some real creative things,”
periment 2000. cialty codes, training pipeline, career pattiie added, “so it's important to us. It's about

JEFX, atwo-week event that ended Sepand currency requirements associated withur future.”

15, assessed Air Force expeditionary operthe AOC as a weapons system. That future involves an Air Force that
tions through the use of new technology and “We need a baselining of the capabiliwill continually reshape itself to deploy

capabilities in a simulated warfighting envi-ties in that weapons system, just as we do forward with the smallest footprint in terms
ronment that combines live-fly forces, mod-our capabilities in something like an F-16,"of equipment and personnel.

els, simulations and technology insertion aaid the Air Force's senior leader. “(Inthe F-  “We’re an expeditionary force,” said

11 sites across the United States to exploi®) we have a crew chief that knows how t&yan. “We’ll be expected to be expedition-
and evaluate new processes. maintain it and we have pilots that know hovary as far as | can see in the future.

The aerospace operations center ab fly it. We have to have the same concept “As far as our vision takes us to 2020,
Hurlburt was the hub for all of the infor- for our aerospace operations centers. | see no lessening on the demand for us to
mation flow involved in the experiment. “We have to have those who know hownove forward rapidly and to be able to ex-

It simulated a forward command ando rapidly set it up and we must have opecute very quickly.
control structure that plans and directs therators who are very familiar with it,” Ryan ~ “To do that, we need to get light and
air campaign using intelligence, surveil-said. lean ... this is critical to the very nature of
lance and reconnaissance, and initiatives That's where experimentation such aghe business we do.”
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Senior airmen receive lessons on life as NCOs

By Senior Airman Dan Bernath jects like the role of the supervisor and “The mostimportant thing is taking care
Public affairs career development as well as more foef your people,” Carr said. “In a way, these
cused topics dealing with the Air Force’guys have a real advantage because they
If experience is the best teacher, Rheirsubstance abuse program and supervisoksiow what it's like to be young airmen —
Main’s future enlisted leaders got more thafegal responsibilities. it's still fresh for them.”
200 years of it at a noncommissioned of- For the young future NCOs, the hot- The Top IV began offering the
ficer mentorship seminar, Sept. 7. test topic concerned coaching the nexnentorship seminar two years ago as a way
Nine staff sergeant-selects received ageneration of airmen. for senior NCOs to help smooth the transi-
introduction to their new supervisory roles  As recent airman subordinates, the ation for airmen assuming their first super-
from the base’s senior enlisted and officetendees seemed acutely aware of thdsory roles, said one seminar presenter.
members in an all-day session. prominent role midlevel supervisors have By the end of the day, most attendees
The workshop, sponsored by the Rheinen their troops — both good and bad.  said they felt encouraged by the seminar
Main Top IV, represents an effort by senior  “I've had some bad supervisors,” saidand were more excited about their new re-
NCOs to mentor young NCOs and to shar8enior Airman Darnell Benson, a supplysponsibilities.
some of their hard-earned experience, sagpecialist with the 626Air Mobility Sup- While the workshop usually draws
Master Sgt. Robert Carr, seminar coordinggort Squadron and future NCO. “Youaround 30 staff sergeant-selects, this
tor. know, guys who seem more interested igear’s smaller group reflected an Air
“As folks make the transition from air- their own career than their troops’. That's=orce-wide trend.
man to NCO, a lot of things change,” he saichot how | want to be.” “We have higher rates of promotion
“There are a lot of things they need to know, That's exactly what the seminar is forthroughout the Air Force, but fewer
but they don't necessarily have to learn evcarr said. The key, he said, is learning frorpeople getting promoted,” said Carr.
erything by trial and error.” those negative experiences as well as tli&he folks here today have a lot to be
Seminar presenters covered general supesitive ones. proud of.”
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USAFE boss
announces
family days for
fiscal year 2001

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany
(USAFENS) —U.S. Air Forces in Europe
officials have scheduled 11 additional fam}
ily days — three more than last year — ir
conjunction with major holidays and schoo}
spring break during fiscal 2001.

In continuing the command tradition of
authorizing family days in conjunction with
some U.S. federal holidays, USAFE Com
mander Gen. Gregory Martin noted in zl

message to commanders that this practige

recognizes “the sacrifices and contribution’Is
our members and their families make i
support of the USAFE mission.”

He also stated that family days provid¢
commanders a valuable opportunity to fo
cus attention on the positive impact fami
lies have on readiness and retentio
throughout USAFE.

Martin approved the following family
days for fiscal 2001

. Oct. 6 (in conjunction with Co-

-

Photo by Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones

Tech. Sgt. Matthew Shreve, chief of safety, examines an extendable convgyor

belt used for postal service. Shreve is responsible for management of ghe

safety program for the 469th Air Base Group and the entire installation.

lumbus Day, Oct. 9)

. Nov. 24 (in conjunction with
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23)

. Dec. 22 (in conjunction with
Christmas Day)

® Jan. 2 (in conjunction with New
Year’s Day)

® Jan. 12 (in conjunction with Martin
Luther King Jr. birthday, Jan. 15)

* Feb. 16 (in conjunction with
President’s Day, Feb. 19)

® Apr. 13 (in conjunction with DODDS
Spring Break, April 9-13)

* May 25 (in conjunction with Memo-
rial Day, May 28)

* June 15 (provide three-day weekend

in conjunction with end-of-school down
day)

¢ July 5 (in conjunction with Indepen-
dence Day)

® Aug. 31 (in conjunction with Labor
Day, Sept. 3)

Air Force continues HYT waivers

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The based on individual contributions to mission
Air Force is continuing its high-year-of- requirements and ability to meet quality stan-
tenure extension policy through fiscaldards.

2001 for those scheduled to reach HYT  Wing commanders (or equivalent) are
in fiscal 2001 and 2002. approval/disapproval authority for this pro-

The service liberalized the HYT ex-gram.
tension policy in March 1999 for senior  The high-year-of-tenure extension policy
airmen through senior master sergeantdntinues to help bridge the gap between
and has so far been successful in extenghday’s manning and the results of long-term
ing the service of over 2,500 airmen. programs designed to improve retention, ac-

The program offers eligible seniorcording to Air Force officials. Commanders
airmen through senior master sergeantge encouraged to support HYT extensions
in most Air Force specialties the oppor-of all qualified applicants .
tunity to request a two-year extension if  Some of the continued benefits of the
their current HYT occurs between nowprogram are:
and the end of fiscal 2002. For instance, — Retention of experienced senior air-
qualified individuals with a Sept. 1, 2002,men and noncommissioned officers;

HYT can now request to extend their re- — Assistance to commanders in meet-
tirement date to Sept.1, 2004. ing operational missions;

Applications will be considered on  For more information, people may con-
a case-by-case basis, with approvahct their orderly rooms.
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Base remembers POW/MIA W|th events

Story and photos by Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones
Public affairs

Sept. 15 to promote public awareness of American prisoner
war and those missing in action.
The week of events was highlighted by Colleen Shine-Lup
who spoke at the POW/MIA luncheon. —
“I'm very honored to be able to share my experiences wi
Rhein-Main,” Shine-Lupke said. “I'll never forget this place.” |
Now a marketing consultant living in Munich, Germany, Shine:
Lupke shared the story of her 25-year search for the remain ".

Dec. 2, 1972 over Vietnam. Her father’s remains were repriate¢
Arlington National Cemetery in October, 1996. .

“I think the entire week went extremely well,” said 1st Lt= =
Andrea Legg, event organizer. “I think everyone enjoyed tl-
speaker and | even saw tears come to some people eyes. It wi
extremely touch-
ing moment”

Other events [
that were held dur- &
ing the week in- Feligs
cluded a 5K run/
walk, a vigil, sell-
ing of POW/MIA
memorabilia, a
memorial golf
tournament and a
formal retreat cer-
emony.

Senior Airman Yakir Fernandez, Marine Sgt. Mark Streiff
and Pfc. Narada Stephens, flag detail, walk to present the
flag to the flight commander.

A firing squad salutes the flag.

Petty Officer 1st
class Victor @
Gonzales, a navy @
recruiter,
prepares to lay a &
wreath down as =
part of the §
retreat
ceremony. A
representative
from each &=
service laid a |
wreath out.

Streiff, Sephens and Fernandez fold the flég during retreat.



Sports & Fitness So S50

Photo by Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones

Darrell Jackson of AFN tries to get away from the 64th’s Axel Fontnot.

AFN win means bad news for 64th

By Airman 1st Class Clinton Jones to give AFN a 7-0 lead over the 64th.
Public affairs The 64th took over the ball and Mark
Clark started the 64th’s drive by complet-

The 64th Replacement Company wagg a pass to Chris Chrisman for a short
never able to get anything started as thgain. The 64th was stopped when
Armed Forces Network shut them out 20-MHeichelbech knocked down the pass, giv-
in an intramural football game Sept. 19. ing AFN the ball again.

AFN put the game away for good when  With their backs against the wall and
guarterback Darrell Jackson connected withFN threatening to score again, the 64th’s
Stephen Heichelbech on a 40-yard touct€lark intercepted the ball in the end zone
down pass in the second half. and ran it back for 20 yards.

“We played pretty good, but we still  The first half ended with AFN leading
need to get more participation from our7-0.
team,” said Jeremy Simpson, player-coach AFN received the ball first in the sec-
for AFN. “We've played in the champion- ond half and wasted no time scoring.
ship the last two years and | think this will  Jackson spotted Heichelbech running
be our year to win it.” down the sideline and hit him for a touch-

The 64th started the game with the ballown. AFN failed to convert the extra point,
first, but was unable to do anything with itleaving them with a 13-0 lead.

as they turned the ball over on downs. AFN went on to score one more touch-
AFN took over and started to make theidown, raising their lead to 20-0, and win-
way towards the end zone. ning the game.

Jackson started the drive with two quick  “It was a hard-fought game, and we
passes to Douglas Massengale for a firshade a couple of mistakes that got our team
down. With first and goal, Jackson ran ainto some trouble,” said Narada Stephens,
option play to the left and pitched the balplayer-coach for the 64th. “AFN played
to Simpson for a touchdown. Jackson thegood today and we played poorly. Thus, we
completed the extra point to Heichelbeclost the ball game.”



